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proportion to the greater luxuriance of vegetation. Although the farmer
can get a living without much difficulty, he is greatly handicapped when
he attempts European methods.
(5) lack of energy* To the handicaps of poor soiL tough grass, few
and inefficient domestic animals, and insect pests, we must add the lack
of energy which i^JiatUTal^in^a tropical climate. We must alsu remember
that all these difficulties lead tcTT ve^Tpw production oj_ crppsjrer acre.
Moreover, the density of population and the low energy of the people
restrict the cultivated area to a very few^acre.^ner family. Accordingly
there is almost _no surplus^ and the farmers cannot.buy_tools _or make
improvements. It is literally true that to many Indian farmers a new
hoe or spade means as much as a new automobile to many of our farmers.
In view of all this, it is not strange that through long ages the jungle
farmer has acquired the habit of not caring whether he makes progress
or not. If he thinks about it at all, he simply feels helpless and hopeless.
If our acestors had lived for centuries in such a region, we should prob-
ably be as inefficient as the people of the tropical jungle.
Rice as an Example
The Careless Farmers of Ceylon. The methods of tropical people
are well illustrated by the way in which rice is often raised. When the
fields in the jungle districts of Ceylon, for example, have been thoroughly
saturated by the first rains of the season, or by water turned on from
irrigation ditches, the soil is turned up with a rough spade or wooden
plow and then trampled with the feet until it becomes a creamy paste
of mud on which the seed is sown broadcast. When the seed has
germinated, water is again admitted, and the rice left to grow until
harvest time. Then the water is turned off and the crop ripens. The
grain is harvested with sickles, and is threshed by being trodden under
the feet of bullocks* It is winnowed in an equally primitive fashion by
being thrown into the air from flat basketwork trays, and caught again,
while the chaff is blown away.
The people who practice this primitive mode of rice culture are
astonishingly indolent according to our standards, but not according to
theirs. For instance, in 1903 the inhabitants of a certain district in Ceylon
raised an unusually large crop of rice. They thereupon sat down to eat
it, and many raised not a blade of rice the next year. The third year
their seed rice was almost all they had left. This was sown, but the crop
was largely destroyed by caterpillars. Then these inefficient people who
had not worked for nearly two years appealed to the government to keep
them from famine. -

